STUDENTASPRODUCER.LINCOUN.AG.UK

Conference 2013 — June 26" — 27"

Session 3.1a

Students as producers: Using a Directed Study Approach to Create Student Designed Projects
Helen Jones, Kathrine Johnson, Liz Frondigoun

Abstract

This paper discusses a unique learning opportunity for undergraduate students located in two countries
which allows them the opportunity to create a class project. During the Spring 2010 semester, students in
the UK and the US completed an online, international class project where they collaborated on a variety of
issues related to a hypothetical crime. Feedback was positive and many of the US students wanted to
continue their involvement by co-designing the 2011 project. By signing up for a directed study module
during the Fall 2010 semester, they created all the characters, storyline, photographs, delivery schedule and
other artefacts for the project that ran during the Spring 2011 semester. The project utilises a wiki platform
and includes crime scene photos, suspect profiles and requires students to examine evidence. Everything
within the wiki is created by students, for students. The activities described above require critical thinking,
collaboration, project management, and problem solving skills. Most interestingly, it allows US and UK
students to virtually collaborate in a way that highlights both the similarities and differences between their
respective societies and judicial systems. This process was successful and has been repeated for 2013. This
conference presentation discusses both the pedagogy and international collaboration aspects of the project
and identifies the value of allowing students to create projects, to take an active role in their own learning,
and in the learning of others.
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